| 


33 F Ts nai 


Very ade 8 proper ; 
for the preſent Times, "3h 
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I. Maſquerades, Stage-Plays, Aﬀcmblies for * 
Dancing, Ge. EI 
II. Abſenting from the Lord uf . 
III. Chriſtian Love, Peace, and Unity. 
IV. Suicide: Or, Self-Murder, 
V. Duelling. 8 
VI. * Chriſtian Gaius, 
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FO THE 


Frequenters of | Maſquerades, 
Stage-Plays, and Aſſemblies 
for Dancing and Caming; 


Particularly in my own Pariſh. 


ax] You, who by Profeſſion Chriſtians be, 
OI \V ho have renounc'd the Pomps and 
(Vanity 
Of this vile wicked World, and did 
| (engage 
| Againſt all ſinful Luſts; and War to 
. Againſt the Devil, when ye were baptiz'd, (wage 
And promiſed the ſame when Catechiz'd ; | 
Saying, Tes verily, and ſo J will, 
By God Almighty's Help, my Vow fulfil. 
And further, when ye were Confirm d did take 
That Vow upon your ſelves which you did make 
In Baptiſm ; and have ſince renew'd the ſam: 
In the Lord u- Supper; think how much to — 
| | | b vo e 


EE 


Ye will be found at the great Final Day, 

If ye don't care, the Vows y” ave mae to Sg 1 
Have you then KOT manu to fight . bh 
Gainſt Devil, World, and Fleſh,with all your Might? 
And will you not the God of Heaven _—_— 
But boldly ruſh into the Devil's Snare? 

And will you to this World“ conformed be? 
Amd ſtudy how the Fleſh to gratifie? 
Where's then your Faith, and your Sincerity ? 2, I. 
Hath not our Saviour taught you ev'ry Day 
Againſt, Temptations earneſtly . to. pray? » 
Lord, lead us not, or, let us not be led ; 

And yet, without Regard to what you' ve ſaid, 
Tou willingly into Temptation run: 

Thus you mock God; and haſte to be undone, 
Are you Temptation proof? or, do you find 
No carnal Object can pollute your Mind? 

Can you upon hot , burning Embers go ? 

And yet eſcape with Feet anburnt ©? no, no. 

| Can you touch Fitch, and not defiled” be? 
How can you then converſe familiarly , 

[With tempting Objects, which without are fair, 
When oft within as. black as Pitch. they are? 


| O then, if you believe a Judgment =... 
How dare you on the Bri ak, of Ruin: play? 
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Tis the wiſe Sen of Sirach that - doth. cry, *, „ 
Whoſo loves Danger, he ſhall fall thereby. 
Yea, Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, doth ſay * 
To his Diſciples, Watch, as well as Pray. 
And bleſſed. is that Servant I ſhall find 1417 
Watching, when I ſhall come to judge Mankind. 121 
And if a Man, will my Diſciple be, 
Let him deny himſelf, and follow me ©. *. 
And he who of my Doctrine, and of me, * 
Shall be aſham'd, of him aſham 4 | ſpall be: 38 
The Son of Man*, when he, ab laſt, ſhall come 
In Glory, to the univerſal Doom. — 
Aud, wo be unto them, (ſaich Chriſt ©) by whom 
Offenſive Actions, that is, Kenda come. 


Conſider then how many drendful Woes — 

Attend the Maſqueraders, . and all thoſe * 

Who do Nocturnal Revels celebrate, 

Immodefly and Leudueſs propagate, 

And with promiſcuous Congrels in diſcuiſe *, 

Practiſe obſcene and flagrant Vilaanies! 

From which, whilſt many are with- held by 90 ame, 

Leſt it bring Oblaquy upon. their Name; 
Ev'n this Reſtraint of Vice aſide is laid, 

When Men and Women meet in Maſquerade. | 

N | A 3920 Then 


i} 


"A 1 _ * 9 
— _— ” a WH * * MG a... 


 Eccluſ. iii. 26. d Matt. xxiv. 42, Oc. Chap, xxv. 13, 
, Chap. xxvi. 41. Luke xxi. 36, „ Luk. ix. 23. 4 Mark vit, 
; : 6 Luk. xvii. 1. 7% g vSt Nc * Deur. xxii. 5. 


——AKAͥ—l, . d Coo ww — — 


[6] 

| Then their unbridled Tongues ſpeak what they liſt, 
| Whate'er the Devil and the Fleſh ſuggeſt : 

| They care not what they ſay, nor what they do, 
When cover'd with a Mask from Human Vim, 
Altho' God's awful Eye does them purſue. 

Can they but keep their Reputation clear, 

And yet indulge their Luſts, they do not care. 
But howſoeyer here they may conceal 

Their Deeds of Darkneſs, Chrift will them reveal, 
Unmask, and put to open Shame at laſt ; 

When before Saints and Angels ſhall be paſt 

| That Sentence, ſuitable to their Deſert, 

| From me, ye curſed, filthy Goats, Depart . 

From Fire of Luſt, to Fire of Hell, be gone; 
With Devils be your endleſs Portion. 

There ſball the Mighty, here exalted high, 

Be, above all, tormented mightily *. 

Becauſe thro them, Millions of Souls were loft, 
Which to Redeem, the Blood of God © did coſt. 
Lord, Grant that they who Maſquerades frequent, 
May ponder this, and inſtantly repeut. 


And what are the Corruptions of the Stage, 
But Scandals, and the Nuſance of the Age ? 

St. Auſtin and St. Chryſoſtom do call 

Stage-Plays, the Devil's Pomps; which we did all 
Renounce, when we receiv'd our Chriftian Name: 


St. Cyril alſo faith the very ſame. | 
St. 


0 


Matt. xv. d Wiſd. vi. Acts xx. 28. 


[7] 
St, Cyprian too, the Play-Houſe doth declare 
To be the Scaffold of the Devil, where 
They who attend, their Baptiſm do deny, 
In thoſe vile Schools of Immorality. 
Tertullian havirig many Pages ſpent, 
Th Unlawfulneſs of Plays to repreſent, 
Does of a Chriſtian Woman, thus report; 
That to the Play-Houſe, as ſhe would reſort, 
There, by the Dev'l ſhe was poſſeſs d; and 4 


They him were caſting out, the holy Men, 
Ask'd how he durſt poſſeſs a Chriſtian ? 
He preſently reply'd, Becauſe I found 


Her (whom you call a Chriſtian) on my Ground. 


Now, ſhall the Fathers of the Church inveigh 
Againſt pernicious Stage-Plays ? and ſhall they, 
Who Members of the Church of England be, 
Frequent thoſe Nurs'ries of Impiety? 
Yea, | Heathens call Stage-Plays, diverting Lyes, 
Laſcivious and contagious Vanities 

Miſchiefs intolerable in a State; 

Which do the Minds of Men emaſculate? 
They Vice convey, as Poiſon to the Heart: 
And ſo much more, as more they have of Art; 


Vet, even Chriſtians to defend them dare! 
And Multitudes attend them without Fear! 
A4 - Publiſh 


te 


4 In med cam inveni, &c. de Spect. c. 26. 
> Socrates, Plutarch, Plin. Secundus, Plato, Sole 
Ariſtotle, Tully, Seneca, Cc. | | 
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Publiſh it not in Gath, ne'er make it known; 
Nor tell it in the Streets of Askelon : 1 

Leſt Daughters of the Philiſtines rejoyce, 

And th' unbaptiz d in Triumph raiſe their Voice. 


Put if the Maſquerades be ſcandalous, 

And Play-Houſes the uſual Rendevoux 
Of Bulhes, Wantons,: Rakes, and Debauchees : 
Yet, you'll ſay, better Company than theſe _ 
Do form the Aſſemblies. for Diverſion, 

For Dancing, Cards, and Converſation ; 

| That many Gentlemen of Character, 

And Vertuous: Ladies, do aſſemble here. 


That, notwithſtanding, ' to ſpeak freely, I 

| Can't think they wiſely take this Liberty. 
For Chriſtians muſt in Prudence Serpents be, 

If they would keep the Dove's Simplicity. 
They who to Dangers will themſelves expole, 
No Wonder if they be: involv'd in Woes, 

But what of Danger and Temptation 

I've faid before, look back, and muſe upon... 


They who for Mirth and Dancing often meet, 

Do plainly ſhew, which Way their Pulſe does beat; 

What kind of Pleaſures: they do moſt affect; 
And have but too much Reaſon to ſuſpe& 

| | | 3 | That 
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To which, I make the following Reply: 0 
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That theſe Am lies may ſo influence 
And- frame their Minds to the Delights of Sens, 
And draw them off from pure Religion's Ways, 
To hanker after Maſquerades and Plays *, 
That they'll one Day (or Night) thus ſpent prefar 
To a. thouſand in the Houſe of Prayer ; t 
(Juſt the Reverſe of Dauid's Character b.) 

or ſenſual Minds do carnal Pleaſures love, 
As holy Minds, the Joys that are above. . 


There muſt be ſuch a general Reſort 

Of Gentlemen and Ladies, to ſupport 
Aſſemblies for her, and to dedicate 

One Day in Seven to her, for to wait 
Upon her, and ſuch ſtrict Devoire to pay, 
As not to fail on the appointed Day, 

But in all Weathers in their Coaches' come, 
And give Attendance 1a a Publick Room, 
For Pleaſure, Muſick, Dancing, Cards to play; 
Thus, in Exceſs, to paſs the Time away? 
Were I among the Heathens, and ſhould ſee 
This Ceremony and Solemnity | 
Upon a ſeventh Day, to Pleaſure paid, 
I ſhould conclude they her a Goddeſs made. 
But in a Chriſtian Country, when we Tee” 
Many of thoſe that our Superiours be, 
Theſe ſtated gay Aſemblics to frequent, 
Much oftner than the Church and Sacrament ;' 


Is Pleaſure ſuch a ſolemn Thing, that for't 2 


1 


Is 
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* 2 Tim. iii. 4. » Pal. Ixxxiv. 10. 


KE 
Is it not by their Practice underſtood, 
That they love Pleaſure more than they love God? 


I ſpeak not here againſt Diverſion, 

Which neceſſary is for every one : 

The Mind 'of Man can't always be intent, 
Nor's Body in continual Labours ſpent, 
But both have ſometimes need to be unbent. 
Only take Care your Recreations be 

From Sin, and Scandal, and Exceſſes free. 


And further, let me add, in general, 

Some Cautions about that, we Pleaſure call. 

Do not thy Pleaſure on God's Holy Day * : 

Nor let too coſtly -be thy Game or Play. 

Nor too expenſive of your Time, but ſhort ; 
Some ſeaſonable and refreſhing Sport. 

Abhor all Spectacles of Cruelty, 

Of ev'ry Kind, where're they acted be. 

To ſee Men fight with Men take no Delight ; 
Or Beaſts with Beaſts; It is a Heath'niſh Sight. 
Tho' we are Lords, we muſt not tyrannize, 

Nor hard'n our Hearts againſt their moving Cries. H 
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Tho” we may kill the Creatures for our Uſe, W 
They be not given us for our Abuſe. N 
Bu 
All your Diverſions muſt he innocent, A 
w 


And if they have been otherwiſe, repent. 
| They 
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They ſhould be well-tim'd, proper, moderate, 
Such as recruit the Mind, and Health create. 
The Day's for Labour, and the Night for Reſt, 
That weary Man may with ſweet Sleep be blefts 
None therefore to their own, or other's Hurt, 
This Order of Creation ſhould invert. 

What ſtall we then to thoſe Inverters ſay, Y' 
Who take the Night for Dancing,Sport, and 720 
And ſleep, and eat, and drink away the Day? I 
Unto their vain Aſemblies, thus combin d, 

Be not united; Turn from them your Mind. 
Tho” the Pretences they alledge be fair, 

Of this and that, yet do not lend an Ear. 
What, if they will call this good Neighbourhood ; 
[Can that which hurts the precious Soul be god,? 
What, if they term it harmleſs Cheerfulneſs? 
[When others ſee, tis culpable Exceſs :] 

What, if they ſay, without this Liberty 

Their Lives would fad, and but a Burden be? 


To ſuch as theſe, this Anſwer I may make, 
That they wh' unwarrantable Freedoms take, 


Have greater Reaſon to be fad, than they, 


Who are not ſo extravagantly gay; 

Nor ſuch Examples to their Families, _ 
But when they chearful be, are alſo wiſe; 5 
Avoiding on both Sides th' Extremities. 
What! can't a Man enjoy in's Houſe what's fit, 3 
But he muſt ride upon the Ridge of it? 0 
Can there in that be any Senſe or Wit ? | 

| Great | 
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Great Perils our Exceſſes do attend ; 
And by. them we our gracious God offend; 
Whilſt we abuſe our Chriſtian, Liberty, 
Our Senſuality to gratifie. 
Can any underſtanding Gentleman | 
Think he was barn, like the Leviathan, | 

hiefly to rake his Paſtime here below, 


Such Gentlemen as; make no better Uſe 
Of Educat'on, than thus to amuſe, 
And paſs away the Time as pleaſantly 
As e'er they can, in all Variety 

Of ſenſual Delight and Merriment; 
Will fare much worſe than the moſt ignorant: ; 
TH illiterate, laborious Countryman, 
Win prove at laſt a better Chriſtian 
Than thoſe who all Advantages have had 
Of Education, yet are looſe and bad; 
Or, nothing do ſo much as Pleaſure, "MY 
And hold Aſſemblies for it ey ry Week. 


What, if 8 a Match = ns commence ? 
Yet after all, dear-bought Experience | 

May ſome or other happen to convince, 

That what of the Aſſemblies I have ſaid 


A meet Companion for their Lives Repole ? 


| 
* - 


And's Time; and Money to that End beſtow * ? 3 


15 true, (though | an Exception mould be made.) 
What wiſe ones therefore would come here to chooſe 


That 
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That' famous Heathen Poet, Juvenal , 0 
Doth him a moſt unhappy Husbad call, 
Who hath a dancing Wife; who will not ſtay 
At Home, but muſt to ev'ry Ball and Play. 
Such Perſons, whether Men' or Women, 'be © 
Too full of Levity and Vanity : 
And if this Humour they indulge, it may "IP 
Proceed to that Extremity, that they * © © 
Will Reaſon have to queſtion their Eftate, -  * 
Or rather fear they're not regenerate ; 
Whilſt thefe, rhe only Pleaſures be they love, 
And unto which, they with ſuch Ardow move: 
Such Perſons, when they do approach the Grave, 
Will but a melancholy Proſpect have; 
When they reflect how they have peat their Days 
In Maſquerades, Aſſemblies, and in Fraps © 2 
And ſo their Minds from God eſtranged be, 
And ſoftned into Senſuality; 8 
That they are wholly unprepar'd to die. 


APPLICATION. 


Let me perſuade you then (dear Youth) to ſhun 
Theſe Machinatious of the evil One. 
You, who are now. o gallant, brisk- and gay, | 
1 God in this . Your youthful Day; 5 : 
And from your Thoughts pay not Death far away. 

— Think 


— 
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[ 14 ] 
Think what a terrible Surprize 'twou'd be, 
If in the Midſt of all your Vanity, 


Your Ears ſhould hear that diſmal Midnight Cry / 


Look up, behold the univerſal Doom * ! 
For, Chriſt our Lord, is unto. Judgment come ! 


Then the wiſe Virgins will with Grace abound, 


But in the fooliſh Virgins none be found, 
The wiſe will enter Heaven's Mercy-Gate ; 
The fooliſh be ſhut out, who come too late. 


O let us then no longer vainly waſte 


Time to redeem”, which we have all miſpent; 
Thus let us ſhew, that we indeed repent ; 
And. for the future, regulate our Sport, 


And mind Things lovely, and of good. Report ©, + 


And inoffenſively and piouſly 
Live out our Days, that we in Peace may die. 


Our Maſter's precious Talents, but make haſte 


— . * 
— — 


* Matt. xxv. 6. d Eph. v. 15,16. © Phil. iv. 8. 
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To ſome Perſons, of different Perfewaſions 
in Religion, yet agreeing in Abſenting' 
themſelves from the Lord s-Supper ; who, 
when they heard that great Sin of 
Omiſſion reproved, replyed, that the Sa- 
crament was a Solemn Thing. 


(fay, 
I is: and this, bad Men themſelves do 


EZ 


5 And make it their Excuſe to keep away: 


| 1 e$Q They turn their Backs upon this bleſ- 
(9s (ſed Feaſt; 


* Thus, to it is their Reverence expreſt ! 
Whereas, had they a Rev'rence for't indeed, 

1. They would prepare for't with the greater Speed; 

And would not put it off from Day. to Day, 
| But Chriſt's Command conſider and obey ; 

Themſelves examine, whether they repent ? 
Diſcern his Body in the Sacrament ? 

Whether they do believe Chriſt will make 4 


His Words, This is my Body, and my Blood ? 
To all who worthily receive this Food, 
Whether they do by. Grace reſolye to mend, 
7 And a new Chriſtian Life to lead intend? _ 
'" | And 
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[ 161 
And whether for "Chriſt's Death they are inelin d 


F + + a 
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To. ſhew a grateful and a thankful- Mind 2 1 


Whether they are in Peace and Charity 


8 all the World, and ſo defire to 22 2 


ether they have a Senſe, how much they need 
This Bread of Liſe? their ſtarved Souls to feed: 
This precious Blood? which was for Sinners feilt, 
To expiate, and wiſh away their Guilt. 
Would they theſe Things conſider as chip ai. 
They foon would come to have another, Thought, 


Than now they have, of this great Ordinance ,, 


And by frequenting, it with Reverence, ces 
Would ſhew they Chriſtians were, not only in Pre- 


They link themſelves to idle Company, 


But here's their Caſe, they will not ſerious be 8 


And live a Life of Senſuality. 


They are unjuſt, malicious, or unclean, 

Proud, or deceitful, drunken, or prophane : 

Or ſomething elſe as bad, they will not leave, 
But to ſome darling Wickednefs will cleave; 3 
Then cry, the Sacrament's 4 ſolemm Thing; WY 
They fear to take it, left they J#doments bring 
Upon themſelves: And well ſuch erw may 
Both fear to take it, and to ſtay away. 
For, whether they do come, or elſe forbear, 
They have juſt Cauſe: the Wrath of God to fear. 


They're all for Pleaſure, or for worldly Gain, | h 


Forſake their Sins, and heartily repent; 350] 


wk 


Why don't they then their evil Life lament ; 85 


And ſo, with Faith, the holy Feaſt frequent? 
LA | The 
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[ 17 ] 
The Reaſon is, they're not regenerate, 
But Godlineſs, and true Religion hate; 
They cannot reliſh any Thing divine, 
But only to what ſenſual is incline. 
No matter, therefore, of what Church they are, 
For bad Men can't be ſaved any where. 


52 a 
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Chriſtian Low Peace, and Unity. 


UR Saviour wills, that his Diſciples be 

i © Lovers of Peace, and ſacred Unity. 

Por This, he pray'd *, Keep, Holy Father, 

(thoſe 

Mom Thou haſt given me, (whom Thou haſt choſe 

„ Out of this wicked World,) that they may be 

Na One, as Thou art in me, and I in Thee. 

Neither do I this Prayer to Thee make 

Only for my ele Apoſtles Sake, 

may But ev'n for all that ſhall believe in me; 

ths That they may dwell in Unanimity : *« 

That they to vs may ſome Reſemblance bear, 


fear. Whilſt Ore. in Love, in Peace, in Will, they are- 
1 n That 
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” 
- "'# 4 _ a * —_— ds _ FY 
„ — — * ad —_— — — * 
* * 56414 * ö 
* \ 


SLEPT 922 5 * — P p . 
4 John XVII. Rom. i. Ts 72 Cor. i. 2, 1 Pet. I. 2. 


[ 18 ] 

That fo the World may be convinc'd thereby, 
That from Thee, both my Doctrine came, and J. 
Thus pray'd our Lord; and alſo did bequeath * 
Peace to his Church, before He took his Leave; 
And does require them that in Amity, 
Concord, and Peace, they ſhould both live and die. 
And thus do his Apoſtles preſs the ſame b; 

By their great Maſter's venerable Name. 
Beſeeching us Diviſions to avoid; 

For, hereby, Love and Peace are oft deſtroy'd. 


To keep the Church's Peace and Unity 


So far as poſſible, and in our Pow'r doth lye ©. 
We muſt Communion of Saints maintain; 


And not that Article profeſs in l 3 
Leſt we prove carnal, not regenerate ©, 
If we Diviſion love, and Union hate. 


How mighty careful therefore ſhould we be 5 


And to diſcover the Integrity 
Of ſome, and Rottenneſs of others by; 
We for the Faith muſt earneſtly contend *, 5 


But ſince there muſt be Hereſies * to try, 0 


Muſt manfully the Cauſe of Chriſt defend; 
But put to frivolous Diſputes an End; 


Shun 


2 Mark ix. 50. John xiv. 27. Chap. xiii. Ch 
XV. 12. Þ Phil. 1. 2. Rom. xiv. * 425 Rom, 


xvi. 17, 18. Gal. v. 20, 21, Eph. iv. 1 Pet. iii. © Rom. 


xii. 18. 41 Cor, iii. 3, 4. Jude Ver, 19. © x Cor. zi. 19 
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[ 19 ] 
Shun all vain janglings *, which Contention breed, 
And talk of things wherein we are agreed; 
Yea, Practiſe too the fame; which would cement, 
And heal our Breaches, more than Argument. 


Yet if we ſee our Neighbours, without Fear, 

The ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt in Pieces tear, 

Or in the Church Diviſions propagate, 

Or from the Church Eſtabliſh'd ſeparate ; 

And all the Dirt they can, upon her caſt, 

We are concerned to wipe it olf as faſt: 

And like true Children of the Deſolate, 

Our injur'd holy Mother vindicate. 

But yet, whate'er Reproaches we receive, 

Let us in Meekneſs “ ſtill an Anſwer give. 

And ſince no Church on Earth is without Spot ©, 

Why ſhould we 'gainſt each other be fo hot? 

Let's rather live in Love together here, 

Till that Day comes, when all Things will be clear; 

When Chriſt, the Judge of All, will ſeparate 

Between the Sheep and Goats , the Tares and Wheat e. 

Between ' Believers in Reality, 

And ſuch whole Faith is but Hypocriſte, 

Between the Humble, Contrite, Penitent; 

And the Proud, Boaſting, Self- ſufficient: 

Between the Mercitul, and the Severe; 

Between the Chaſte, and thoſe who filthy are: 
| 8 2 Between 
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© ® Phil. iii. 16, d Gal. vi. 1. © Eph. v. 27. * Matt. 
XXV. 32, &C. Matt. xili. 25. 
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Between Truth, Uprightneſs, Integrity, 
And Lying, Falſhood, Cheat and Knavery. 
Between thoſe, whoſe Religion is but vain, 

Becauſe their Tongues they mind not to reſtrain ; 

And thoſe who bridle them with holy Care, 

And fear as well to cenſure, as to ſwear. 

Between a pious Converſation, 

And a mere noiſy Oſtentation. 

In the mean while, ſince we can't ſurely know 
The Tares and Wheat aſunder, they muſt grow 
| Together here, until the Harveſt come; 
| And at that Day of univerſal Doom, 


| | A thorough Separation we ſhall find: 
| Till then, we ought to ſhew a Chriſtian Mind, 
| 


To Love, and Peace, and Unity inclin'd. 
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Suicide: Or Self- Murther. 
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| Horrid Crime ! and moſt unnatural ! 
Monftrous, and barbarous! and ſince the 


Fall 
The greateſt, blackeſt, that hath ever 
Except the one unpardonable Sin. (been, 


And 


N 


And who have Eyes to ſee with, not to cloſe. 
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And for Repentance, as ſcarce Room we ſee, 
We ſee no more for Hope and Charity. 


II. 


I ſpeak not here of thoſe unfortunate, 

Whole Melancholy puihes on their Fate: 
Who of their Wits, and Reaſon, are bereft ; 
Theſe quite out of the Queſtion muſt be left : 
Theſe claim our Pity, as diſturb'd in Mind, 
And for their Safety, they ſhould be confin'd. 


III. 


But here, I ſpeak of thoſe, and only thoſe, 
Whom in their perfe& Senſes I ſuppoſe, 


Who Reaſon have to guide them, and might have 
The Light of Grace, wauld they it humbly ah 


(ſave. 
IV: 


But they do cloſe their Eyes, and will not ſee, 
Their Reaſon they pervert, and miſapply, _ 5 
And Grace they do reſiſt, and vilify. 

And then if God provok'd, doth them forſake,) 
The Devil ſtraight will his Advantage take, 5 
And hurry them into th' Infernal Lake. 5 


B 3 V. 
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V. 


He will ſtir up ſome ſubtile Inſtrument, 
The Crime of Suicide to repreſent, 
As if it were a Roman, Manly Fact, 

A daring, brave, and a couragious Act. 
That ſo hereby, ſome may encourag'd be 
To ſuch an Act of Magnanimity. 


VI. 


And in theſe Times, ſo looſe in Practices 
And Principles, likely enough it is, 

That Atheiſts, Ar ans, Socin' ans, Deiſts, 
The Maſquerade s, and ſuch Senſualiſts, 

| | When once they can't 4 wounded Conſcience bear, 
mn May, be entangled in this fatal Snare. 


VII. 


But we, who do believe the Goſpel, know, 
That's only Chriſtian Courage, which doth flow 
| From Faith, and a good Conſcience : without this, 
Fool-Herdineſs the nat'ral Courage is, 
Paſſion, and Raſhneſs to the laſt Degree; 
Pride, Stubbornneſs, and Infidelity. 


VIII. 


Let no profeſſed Chriſtian therefore dare, 
Jo Satan's Sophiſtry to lend an Ear; 


But 


[ 23 ] 
But let him from the Goſpel learn, that he 
Who is a reſolute Felo de ſe, 
The laft Act of his Life is damnable, 


And deſp'rately he makes Aſſault on Hell. 
IX. 


Such a Man values neither Earth nor Heav'n, 
Nor the ſweet Babes which God to him hath giv'n : 
His Body and Soul, which ſhould to him be dear, 
What becomes of them both, he does not care: 
He feareth not a ſad Eternity! 

Such a forlorn, abandou'd Wretch is he. 


X. 
He doth with violent Hands break in upon: 


(Whilſt the bruteBeaſts their own Deſtratt᷑ ion ſhun.) 
He no where can a Chriſtian Burial have; 5 


The Law of Nature, Self-Preſervation, : 


And neither Jews nor Heathens would give leave, 
That the Self-Murderer ſhould have a Grave *, 


* 


dee the Reverend Mr. Charles Wheatly, on the Burials 
Office, p. 498. 


Duelling. 


Duelling. 


Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſh* 


I. 


Cruel, bloody Crime! not to be nam d 


In this * Nation, for Religion 
(fam'd: 


Shall we then prattiſe, and that fre- 


(quently, 
Such barb'rous, brutiſh Inhumanity ! 


And alſo ſuch Impiety defend! 

This Wiſdom doth not from Above deſcend, 
But Earthly is, Senſual and Deviliſh too, 
And plunges Souls in everlaſting Woe. 
Shall we then Protefkants ! encourage that, 
Which Popiſh Countries do exterminate ? 


Shall 


„ Jam. iii. 15. 


. <> Aa . 
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Shall we this curſed Cuſtom ſtill permit, 
And ſuffer thoſe t'eſcape, who practiſe it? | 
Thoſe Men, I mean, who meet by joint Conſent; 
And Duels fight with murderous Intent : 
Who, the Almighty's Image * do deſpiſe, 
Yea, do deſtroy, as much as in them lies. 
Who are implacable, and won't forgive, 
Nor any Satisfaction will receive, 
But what their Souls and Bodies doth expoſe 
To utmoſt Dangers of amazing Woes! 
Rouze, Britiſh Senators, enact a Law, 
To make theſe Deſperadoes ſtand in Awe: 
Who ſeem all Laws divine to diſregard, 
And neither Men, nor Devils, to have fear'd. 


II. 


No; it is mine, the Dueller doth ſay: (bewray. 
His Actions ſpeak as much, and do his Thoughts 
I will my ſelf of him avenged be, 

Who me affronts, or ſtains my Pedegree : 
Who does my Perſon ſlight and diſreſpe&, 


Vengeance is mine, faith God, I will repay *. q 


Or on my Underſtanding doth reflect; 


Who calls me Coward, ſmites me on the Face e, 
Or offers me ſome other like Diſgrace ; 
His 


— XS 


* Gen. ix. 6, d Rom, xii. 19. Heb. x. 30. Matr. 
v. 39, Ge. 1 f 
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His Life ſhall pay £ his Offence, or I, 
Rather than tamely put it up, will die. 
The Goſpel, I muſt own, ſays the Reverſe, 
That I muſt meekly bear all this, and worſe, © 
And bleſs ev'n thoſe, who me ſhall damn and curſc*. 
That Evil I for Evil mayn't repay, | 
But love my Enemies, and for them pray; 
And that inſtead of thirſting for their Blood, 
I muſt their Exil overcome with Good. 
But theſe. are Paradoxes unto me, 
Who cannot but reſent an Injury. 
I know not who's ſo meek a Chriſtian, 
As to forgive, and never to complain: C 
But this I know, that I'm a Gentleman; 
A Man of Honour, and of Character, 
And do th' Opinion of the World prefer, 
Before the Praiſe and Approbation, 
That cometh from th' Omniſcient God alone. 


III. 


Now, let the Duelliſt himſelf declare, 

If I've not fairly repreſented here 

His Seutiments: And if this be his Caſe, 
He acts not from a Principle of Grace; 


But from Revenge, and Hatred, Wrath and Pride; ; 


Therefore in Death and Darkneſs doth abide ©. 


— 


E K — — ._— 
— 


Matt. v. 44. b Rom. Xii. 21. © x John ii. 11. 
Chap. iii. 14. 


No 
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No Space for Penitence to them is left, 
Who of their Life, are on the Spot bereft.. 
And he who doth the murder'd Man ſurvive, 
Without Repentance muſt in Horror live, 
Tormented with Deſpair, or elſe preſume ; 
And careleſs, and obdurate wait his Doom. 
But either of theſe Rocks to ſplit upon, 
Is to Eternity to be undone. 
What wiſe Man therefore would not chuſe to be 
Reproach'd, affronted to the laſt Degree, 
Rather than ſend a Challenge, or, when ſent, 
Accept it, his Diſhonour to prevent? 
Whereas true Honour 1s to ſuffer Shame 
For Chrift, and Perlecution for his Name. 
And he who Chriſt's Religion dares not own 
In an adulterous Generation; 
But of his Doctrine is aſbam d, for fear 
Of being deſpis'd, if he thereto adhere 
He is baſe-ſpirited, and cowardly, 
And void of all true Chriſtian Bravery : 
And Chriſt of him will be aſham d no leſs, 
When He ſhall judge the World in Right ouſneſs *. 


— 


Mark viii. 38, Acts xvii. 31. 
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Chriſhan Gaius. 

A 

Addrefſed to the Publick-Honuſe-keepers in Þ 
my Pariſh. H 

* 

(Mind r 

H E Good and Chriſtian Hoſt doth bear a 1 

To Strangers well diſpos'd, He's very 4 

(Kind, . 
Honeſt and juſt; fauhful he is and * 

(true NA. 

Unto all ſuch with whom he has to do. I 
And as he wel- affected is to ſuch, O. 
So does his outward Carriage ſpeak as much: At 
He's very civil, courteous, and humane, By 
And no inferior Office does diſdain, U 


Whereby he may befriend and ſerve his Gueſt 


But careful is of him, and of his Beaſt : — 
| | He'll 
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He'll from the Chamber to the Stable go, 
See that his Servants do their Duty too, 
Both to his Gueſt, and alſo to his Horſe, 
And will not let him fare an Oat the worle, 
Becauſe his Owner is not there to ſee; 
As uſval is, where there is Jcalouſie. 
He does abhor to wrong the poor dumb Beaſt ; 
Such curſed Villany he does deteſt. 
In ſhort, he uſeth ſo his Gueſt, that he, 
At 's bing from Home, may not uneaſy be: 
He gives a Charge to have his Bed well air'd, 
His Meals according to his Mind prepar'd : 
And after all, he bringeth to the Bar, 
A Reck'ning juſt, yea, moderate and fair. 
"s in He is not an exatting cov'tous Man, 
He will not ſell his Soul for worldly Gain *. 

Ie loves the Church, I mean, he does frequent 
(Mind The Publick-Worthip, and the Sacrament : 
bear 2 ¶ He don't forſake th Aſſembling of himſelf v, 
(kind, As many others do for this World's Pelf; 


< and Which we muſt leave behind us when we die, 
(true ¶ And naked paſs into Eternity. | | 
| How. much to be lamented 1s the Caſe 
Of thoſe, who Riches greedily embrace, 6 
1 And love them more than Godlinets and Grace! J 


By whom the ſeven Days alike are us'd, 
Unleſs the Firſt be moſt by them abus'd: | 
neſt 5 7 But 


He'll * Mat, xvi. 26, b Heb, x. 25. 
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But Gains does not thus provoke the Lord, H 
Deſpiſe his Day, and Preaching of his Word : I 
He is not half ſo much concern'd, not he, A 
To heap up Money, that he rich may die, : 
As for his precious Soul's Proſperity *. | 
Therefore he will not drink to force a Trade; 
Nor poiſon Men with Liquors that are bad : 
But will, as far as in his Pow'r doth lie, | 
Prevent all drinking to Ebriety. 

When he obſerves that ſome have had too much, 
He'll let no more be drawn for any ſuch : 
Drunkards and Swearers he will not permit, 

Nor ſuiter them within his Doors to ſit ; 

Nor can endure the filthy and unclean, 


T 


Or thoſe who the Lord's holy Day prophane; 
He would not thrive by fuch ungodly Gain. 
He'll allow none late in his Houle to be, 

He'd rather have their Room than Company. 
To pious Strangers, (whom he loveth moſt) 
He is a friendly hoſpitable Hoſt ; 

Tho” he can't entertain them on free Coſt, 

He will conſider their Neceſſity, 


According to his own Ability, 
Yea, and beyond, he'll ſhew his Charity b. 
If they be ſick, he tender is and kind, 


They in his Houſe a meet Reception find : 


He 


- 
” 
- 
— 


| 3 7080 2: | -* 2 Cor. viii. 3. 


- 


(31 J Vo 
d, He gladly Chriſt's dear Brethren doth receive, 
rd > (That he thereby may Chrift himſelf * relieve.) 
| And more eſpecially the Saints that flee, - 


C Driven by Perlecution's Tyranny ; 

4 To them he will a Chriſtian Ga be b. — 
ade; 1 
ad 01 


Matt. xxv. 35, — 40. b 3 Ep. John 5, &c. 
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